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Your taking the time to read our letter, and more about 

our story, means a lot to us. We know we haven’t met 

you, but we know you are an amazing parent to your 

child. We can’t begin to know the circumstances that 

have brought you here on your journey, but we hope you 

are able to find peace with knowing you will make the 

best choice for you and your child. 

We have always wanted a large family, we both come 

from big close families, and want to share that with our 

children. We raise our son to embrace differences, love 

and respect others, and to lend a helping hand.  We will 

raise all our children in the same manner.  We are unique 

and quirky individuals and live our lives always trying to 

find love and humor in everything. 

    WE WANT TO START BY thanking you.

HELLO!
WE ARE MISSY & JOE

IT MEANS A LOT TO US THAT YOU ARE 
TAKING THE TIME TO READ OUR LETTER AND 
LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR STORY.

ENJOYING A CONCERT



We met in 2009.  We were on opposing teams 
in a weekly trivia game at a sports bar. Our 

rival teams would trade the win back and forth from 
week to week, until one week neither of our teams 
had enough players. So we joined forces and beat 
the culinary school students. We’ve been together 
ever since.  We married in December of 2012, and 
hoped for snow on our wedding day.  Instead we were 
treated to a rare 40-degree winter day in Minnesota 
with no snow in site. We were able to meet many 
happy golfers that day who congratulated and 
toasted to us, which wouldn’t have happened had we 
had the snow we wanted. We also had a beautiful bon 
fire at our reception. 

We have learned that no situation is too hard if we 
face it together. Missy had to have open heart surgery 
after her pregnancy with Liam, and Joe picked up 
parenting and care for Missy without missing a beat. 
Our son Liam was diagnosed with mild autism when 
he was three, and we face the many challenges that 
comes along with autism with love, hope and humor. 
We embrace the quirky because cookie cutter isn’t 
nearly as fun. 

We as a couple, like to find the love and humor in 
life. We enjoy bantering as well as discussing topics 
at length.  We complement each other well, with us 
having strengths where the other has a weakness.  

THEN
+ NOW

 USU

We have the 
relationship that 
allows us to talk for 
hours about nothing 
AND EVERYTHING 
AT THE SAME 
TIME, or enjoy 
comfortable silence 
together. 

IM
PORTANT
lessons
WE WILL 

 teach our children

EMBRACE 
THEMSELVES AS 

THEY ARE
•

INDEPENDENCE
•

LOVE FOR OTHERS
•

HOW TO COOK
•

HOW THINGS WORK 

OUR ENGAGEMENT

DATE NIGHT AT THE TAPING OF 

ARMCHAIR EXPERT’S PODCAST.



Missy has always been a 
caring person, but that 

really started to show when 
she got a child of her own. Years 

working in child care proved valuable in getting 
her ready to be a mother. Watching her raise Liam has 
been one of the greatest experiences in my life. She is 
the strongest person I know, both in a stubborn way 
and in an emotional way. She has been through more 
in her life than most people would like to imagine and 
has come out the other side stronger than before. She 
is an amazing role model in perseverance and follow-
through. She has an amazing amount of patience as is 
evidenced by the fact that she has been able to put up 
with my shenanigans for over a decade. 

I can't imagine a better travel companion through the 
journey of life or someone better fitted to take on 
the challenges and rewards of family life with us. No 
matter what stresses I may encounter, I can always 

come home to a kind, warm presence that is sure 
to calm my nerves.

MEET MISSY
THOUGHTS FROM

JOE

    THE FUN side of            our life as a family!
VISITING A  

CALIFORNIA 
VINEYARD

MISSY IS MY ROCK, THAT 
FAMILIAR LAND YOU CAN 
ALWAYS COME BACK TO. “

LISTENING WHEN 
THE OTHER IS 
TALKING

BANTERINGHOLDING 
HANDS

HUGSDOING THINGS FOR 
EACH OTHER (BIG 
OR SMALL)

Play trivia weekly (when we can)

Have monthly board game nights, it’s a 
standing invite to our friends and they 
come when schedules permit.

We like to go find new places, parks, 
walking trails, restaurants, local sporting 
events, fairs, etc.

Joe and I have bowled on bowling leagues, 
though we are both very rusty these days..

1)

2)

3)

4)

MISSY, LIAM, AND HIS BEST FRIEND OZZY

ENTERTAINING OURSELVES WHILE CAMPING



Joe is the partner I always wanted. When we started dating, a few 
friends were worried because he looks intimidating. I always laughed 

at it, and would tell them looks can be deceiving. As my friends got to 
know him, they shared how wrong their snap judgements were. Joe is 
sweet and funny and loving. And honestly, just a giant teddy bear.  

With our son, Liam, he is unbelievable. He hadn’t been around babies 
or kids much, just our nieces and nephews.  Liam was born at 33 weeks, 
and only 4 pounds. And from the very first moment, Liam had Joe 
around his finger. He changed one of Liam’s dirty diapers before I did. 
We did paper/rock/scissor over many diaper changes after those first 
ones. Liam is 5 now, and has an endless supply of “why” questions. I 
watch Joe break the answers down in ways Liam can understand. And 
if there is an answer Joe doesn’t know, they go look it up and learn it 
together. The two of them come up with fun songs about mundane tasks 
to make them more fun (teeth brushing, getting dressed, feeding the dog, 
etc).  Also, ask Joe for dad jokes at your own risk. He seems to have an 
endless supply, and is always happy to share.   

MEET JOE
THROUGH MISSY’S  

EYES

    THE FUN side of            our life as a family!

JOE HAS A STRONG SENSE OF 
FAIRNESS, WANTING TO STAND UP 
FOR WHAT IS RIGHT AND JUST.“

             HOW WE  show our love  
      to each otherU

Our favorite date night activity is taking 
a cooking class. We have learned to make 
homemade pasta, curry, pad Thai, Chinese take 
out, and macarons. 

We host many BBQs and gatherings with our 
friends and family.

We are lucky enough to have many friends with 
kids and these kiddos enjoy playing baseball, 
soccer, and video games together. 

 Friday night fun for us, is a picnic on the floor 
with pizza and watching a movie as a family.

5)

6)

7)

JOE ON OUR SPECIAL DAY

LIAM WANTING TO “SHARE” ICE CREAM

8)



YOGURT LAB  •  CHILDREN’S MUSEUM  
•       WALKS BY THE LOCAL RIVER     
MINNESOTA ZOO      TRAMPOLINE PARK

Our son is named William, we call him Liam. He has turned into the most 
amazing 5 year old. He has the biggest heart. If he hears that someone is 
sad, or hurt he immediately wants to soothe them. Liam likes to help us 
cook and bake, play video games, put together new “inventions”, and  
play pretend.

He asks us daily when his sibling will be coming. We have started reading 
books about adoption to help familiarize him with it. He has told us that he 
wants his sibling to sleep in his room with him. When we asked why, he said 
if his sibling is scared at night, he will be there so he/she won’t have to be 
scared any more.

MEET BIG BROTHER LIAM

We were fortunate enough to build our dream home. We moved to Woodbury and 
into our new home in November of 2018. Our home is nestled in the middle of 

both our families. Both of our families live within 9 miles of us. We lucked out with how 
close our family is to us. This allows for last minute dinner with family, or quick drop-ins 
to say hi. We are all able to make it to hockey games, soccer practices, school plays, and 
dance recitals. 

Our neighborhood is truly amazing. Almost every home has kids, and all summer long they just 
run the neighborhood. On their bikes or feet, they just run up and down the sidewalks to each 
other’s homes. We have a pool only for our development, so in the summer we spend a great deal 
of time there. We have a couple of good sledding hills for the winter.

WELCOME TO OUR HOME

LIAM LEARNING HOCKEY

Favorite destinations
YOGURT LAB FUN

READY FOR SANTAHOME SWEET HOME LIAM AND HIS FRIENDS



We have an 18 month old Labrador/golden 
retriever puppy named Matilda James, 

we call Tilly. Tilly’s favorite thing, besides chasing 
tennis balls, is when Liam blows bubbles. She 
loves to jump and pop them. She loves to be in 
the mix of the action, whether it is curling up on 
the couch or running around playing tag. She is 
just a big sweet goofy girl.  

S U R R O U N D E D  B Y  FA M I LY  O N  O U R  W E D D I N G  D AY

MEET OUR VILLAGE... it’s a big one!

COUSINS ARE

Fun!

FAMILY REUNION COUSINS AT CHRISTMAS

                                  CELEBRATING NANA’S 70TH BIRTHDAY  

<  MORE COUSINS CHRISTMAS

HALLOWEEN ‘16, TRYING TO GET  ALL THE COUSINS TO  LOOK THE SAME WAY

Joe has Irish and Italian heritage, along 
with some other ancestry in there. This 

creates an amazing, loud, lively extended 
family. We see most of them a few times a 
year. Joe’s immediate family, which includes 
two sisters and their families with two kids 
each, gathers for all birthdays, holidays, and 
events. Missy grew up 3rd of four kids and 
they’re all great aunts, uncles and cousins. 

Our friends are family too. Both of us have 
friendships that go back to preschool. When 
we were pregnant with Liam, among our 
friends we had nine other couples pregnant. 
We have 10 kids that were born within 
nine months of each other. This creates a 
wild and crazy time at gatherings. We get 
together at least once a month in the spring 
and summer.

FAVORITE

musical
ARTISTS AND

INSTRUMENTS WE PLAY 

MEET TILLY

MISSY: Pink, Kelly Clarkson, 
Elton John, Queen

Piano and saxophone

JOE: Coheed and Cambria

        Guitar



Our hope is for you and your family to 
become part of our family. Being able to 
have more seats around the table at holidays or 
special occasions with you here to share in them, 
will make them even more memorable. The more 
love for a child, the better, in our opinion. That 
being said, we are happy to work with you and your 
family to find the balance that you need to feel 
comfortable. We are here for you as well.

Thank you for reading and getting to know us. We 
wish you the best on whatever path you choose, 
even if that path doesn’t include us. 

OUR CLOSING 
THOUGHTS

OUR PROMISE TO YOU

We promise to love your child unconditionally. On the days when a child 
is sweet and loving, it’s easy. On the days a child is testing boundaries, 

it is still easy. Children are supposed to push limits, that is how they learn. 
Being their parent means you love them through it all.

We promise to create a safe and secure environment for your child to grow and 
learn. Allowing them to always feel that they have a 
strong foundation allows them to go out and reach their 
dreams and change the world. 
 
We promise to always talk about adoption with love and 
acceptance. We will work with you to find the path that 
makes you feel most comfortable. 

WE WANT TO 
WELCOME YOU 
AND YOUR 
FAMILY INTO 
OUR FAMILY. 

U


