


Chào* (Hello)!
We are honored you are taking the time to look at our photos and read our story. Even though 
we are strangers, we honor and respect the journey you are on and the decisions you are 
making. We are nervous and anxious—just like you. 

Ever since we got married, we have talked about growing our family through adoption.  Your 
child would be the first grandchild on Shawna’s side and the second on Liem’s, so they would 
already have a little cousin to play with! We are a multicultural couple and plan to fold your 
cultural traditions into our family.

The reality is we are just a couple of big-hearted weirdos who fell in love and want to start a 
family. We aren’t perfect people, no one is, but will raise your child as perfectly as we can. Our 
home will be filled with so much love, laughter and adventure. 

If you choose us as part of your adoption plan, your child will ALWAYS know your decision was 
made out of love. They will know you were brave. 

The words “thank you” seem too small for the situation we are in, but they are the only words 
we have. We are filled with gratitude to be able to share our story with you.

- Shawna & Liem

*We’ve added some Vietnamese words throughout our book in honor of Liem’s culture.





Ten things about us
1. We got married twice in one day. In the morning we had a Vietnamese wedding 
ceremony with our families. In the evening we had a bigger American ceremony and 
reception with all our friends and family members. It was a loooong, but fun day!

2. During the pandemic when we were working from home, we played a game 
together every day at lunch. Our favorites are Sequence, Splendor and Quixx.

3. We started out as friends before falling in love. This gave us a strong foundation to 
tackle everything life throws our way. Before we began dating, we got together at least 
once a week for dinner and to watch an episode of a TV show.

4. Our favorite places to travel to are San Diego and Hawaii. We love being in the sun 
and near the beach.

5. We played on a coed softball team for five years before the pandemic. Liem played 
in the outfield and Shawna managed the team. 

6. One of our life goals is to travel to every major league baseball stadium and watch a 
game. So far, we have been to four: San Diego Padres, Los Angeles Dodgers, Oakland 
A’s and Seattle Mariners.

7. Our dogs are more then pets, they are members of our family. We couldn’t image 
our lives without them. Both were adopted from animal rescue organizations. They 
bring us so much joy and entertainment.

8. The first time we met, Liem called Shawna by the wrong name…Lauren. Needless to 
say, he made quite the first impression and she didn’t forget him!

9. We love going to concerts together. Recently we saw The Head and The Heart. 
Other favorites have been Joan Jett, Citizen Cope, Sublime, and Earth, Wind and Fire.

10. Every night we fall asleep watching the TV show Friends. It is our FAVORITE show.

























Shawna has the warmest, most loving family. Her brother, Brent, is three years younger than 
her (but almost a foot taller). As kids (and now as adults) they got along great and rarely fought. 
Brent is married to Michelle and they live in Seattle with their dog, Henley. Shawna’s parents, 
Nancy and Keith, are her biggest support system (besides Liem). They are compassionate, 
kind, hilarious and caring. They recently moved from Seattle to be closer to us and their future 
grandchild. We see each other several times a week. Nancy and Keith are very active: they 
love hiking, going for walks, traveling and trying new foods. Shawna has one living Grandma 
(Margy) who is 98 and quite the firecracker! Everyone is over the moon about welcoming a new 
member to the family.





Liem’s family moved to the U.S. from Vietnam in 1994. His parents have worked hard to provide 
a good life for their sons. It was hard for all of them in the beginning, but they couldn’t imagine 
not living here now. Liem’s mom is an amazing cook—her phở is the best! Liem’s brother is 
five years younger and is also named Liem (we know it’s weird but his grandma insisted). 
Around family they are called by their nicknames: Cuom and Ngau, while their friends often 
refer to them as “Big Liem” and “Little Liem.” Little Liem married Amanda in 2019, which was 
pretty amazing because she was already one of our best friends. Amanda was a bridesmaid 
in our wedding before she and Little Liem dated. Our niece, Zelda, was born in 2020 and our 
newphew, Leo, was born in July 2022. We adore them and love them so much!  Liem’s family all 
live within 15 minutes of each other and we see each other at least once a week for dinner.



One big gia dình (family)
We are beyond lucky that our two families get along and love each other. We started 
celebrating holidays together the year we got married. Since then, it has become a tradition. 
Our dads even share the same birthday, so we always celebrate their birthdays together. Some 
years they even get matching gifts! Our families truly enjoy each other’s company: we share 
lots of dinners, travel together, play games, go on picnics and more. 
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We love our friends and consider them an extension of our family. Most of them we’ve known 
for over 10 years. We enjoy traveling together, having game nights, hosting barbecues, playing 
coed softball and more! Our friend group is close and we know we can count of them to help 
us out with anything. We have shared laughter and tears, celebrated births and mourned 
deaths together. Our friends stick together through thick and thin and will play a big role in 
your child’s life.



If you choose us to be part of your adoption 
plan, here is what we promise:

We promise to take your child on vacations, 
play games with them, teach them new things, 
read them books and expose them to different 
cultures and experiences.

We promise to make laughter an everyday 
sound in our home. We will tell jokes, watch 
funny movies, do silly things and laugh until our 
cheeks hurt.

We promise to help them be confident and 
stay true to themselves and to feel empowered 
to be strong, resilient individuals. 

We promise to share their adoption story with 
them from the beginning. And to only speak of 
you and their story with love and respect.

We promise to honor your wishes —whether 
you want updates, letters, pictures or more. 
Your child will always know you love them.

We promise to love your child unconditionally, 
every single day.

Cảm ơn (thank you),

Shawna & Liem

Our Promises 
to You




